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As we try to make sense of COVID-19 and the challenges that we are 
presented with, we acknowledge that we are living in VUCA times. VUCA 
stands for Volatile, Uncertainty, Complexity and Ambiguity. 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Joey Klaaste-Salmans

So many organisations have been thrown into disarray 
and in a state of crisis, in what I call C19-madness, since 
March 2020. Our Society has not been spared from the 
wrath of the pandemic and the destruction it leaves in its 
path as it moves from one wave to the next. 

As we try to make sense of COVID-19 and the challenges 
that we are presented with, we acknowledge that we 
are living in VUCA times. VUCA stands for Volatile, 
Uncertainty, Complexity and Ambiguity. 

Volatile changes in our organisations, where we must 
work quickly and swiftly to make sense of the realities 
around and how we adapt to ensure the good health of 
our organisation. 

Uncertainty in what is happening currently and what is 
going to happen next. Leadership needs to be flexible and 
fluid in its management of the organisation. 

Complexity in making sense of the pandemic and its 
impact on our sport and the “new” rules and policies 
introduced to ensure safety of all role players.  

Ambiguity in the confusion that can and does reign from 
the pandemic. Not knowing what happens tomorrow or 
the day after. Covid-19 has made us more emotional, and it 
has been our emotional intelligence that has been tested 
with our ability to FEEL. 

At one stage I was almost certain that our organisation had 
escaped the fury of Covid-19 as we were bleeding from 
our losses in 2020. I was growing extremely optimistic 
until I received the call about Connie Wilson. It was one 
of those moments where I was stopped right in my tracks. 
Pausing and reflecting about the good old days with dear 
old Connie and his wisdom. I felt proud that we could have 
celebrated him while he was alive and the joy on his face 
when he received those accolades in 2019. The death of 
Daniel Fortuin brought us to our knees as we embraced 
the humbleness of the man and his journey, he walked to 
become a top referee in our province. His loss is still felt 
by many. While we knew of Arthur’s illness, we always 
hoped that he would be able to fight through. We knew 
him as a fighter so we expected that he would make a 
full recovery. But that wasn’t to be. His years of service 

to our organisation, and to SARU, will not, and cannot, be 
forgotten. Then there was Siyasanga Hawu. It’s still too 
unreal to talk about it. What an amazing human being. 
Taken from us to early on in his life. The pain is still raw for 
the loss of all these members. We must honour them and 
remember them in all that we do from this day forth. 

On the rugby front we had a normal Cape Town winters 
day. I use that analogy cause we all know on a normal Cape 
Town winter’s day we can experience all four seasons in 
24 hours. That is how I will describe this season. We had 
rugby then we didn’t, then we did etc. I want to take a 
moment to thank all you heroes who, against all odds and 
safety and health issues, went out to entertain those who 
still wanted to play the game when it was allowed. Your 
commitment and perseverance to the game of rugby and 
to refereeing is appreciated. 

I am acutely aware that we made some 60 plus promotions 
last year in September and some of those referees have not 
yet refereed any match in their new division. Not having 
had rugby has been good for some but has been terrible 
for others. Being away from the game for so long has its 
pros and cons. You may have new perspective on life, but 
your tools may be a bit blunt and lots of sharpening is 
now needed. We need to look at innovative ways to get 
members excited about refereeing and, more importantly, 
their growth in the game. I am certain that a blended 
approach of face-to-face and online engagements will be 
the way to go in coaching match officials from now on. 

Our flagbearers, the provincial squad, have been excellent 
at flying the flag high for all of WP. They have been lucky 
to have been involved throughout the season. It has 
been great seeing them evolve and grow throughout this 
time. Earlier in the year we said farewell to Marius van 
der Westhuizen as he joined the South Western Districts 



Aimee has become a household name in the refereeing of the “men’s” 
game. She is at times the preferred official for some of the toughest 
matches. Her temperament may have something to do with it. She has 
become one of the leading referees in SA and the world. 
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Eagles. Rasta, Cwengile and Divan have consistently 
produced high quality officiating in all matches that they 
were appointed to. Some might say that they are unlucky 
to miss out on the big matches. We however know that 
they will continue to give of their best and be ready 
when they are called on to perform at the highest level.  
The influences of Quinton Immelman and Egon Seconds 
as part of the SARU referees coaching department can 
be seen in many of the young referees who have taken 
to our TV screens this year. It undoubtedly has been an 
amazing but also crazy year of good fortunes for two 
of the squad. Firstly, Dylen November; from WP Junior 
Referee to U20 2021 Final referee. The transition from 
high school 8th man/flank to one of SA’s top referees 
is remarkable. We salute this young man as his career is 
taking off at a speed of knots. WP remains humble and 
proud. May good fortunes accompany him. 

What is there to say about Aimee Barrett-Theron. When 
we capped her a few years ago I asked her on behalf 
of all WP referees to break barriers. She hasn’t stopped 
breaking them. Aimee has become a household name in 
the refereeing of the “men’s” game. She is at times the 
preferred official for some of the toughest matches. Her 
temperament may have something to do with it. She has 
become one of the leading referees in SA and the world. 
She dishes up one good performance after the next. We 
humble ourselves and pay homage to all her support 
structures who keep her focused and we thank Aimee 
for being a trendsetter. Break barriers lady! 

Our executive members have continued to keep the 
candle burning by having continual exco meetings and 
discussions on the ever-changing landscapes in the world 
of rugby refereeing. Looking for ways that we can adapt 
to the new surroundings we find ourselves in. They must 
be applauded for the time that they have taken from 
their family to spend 3 hours plus (at one meeting) on 
MS Teams to manage the organisation in these unsettling 
times. I want to take this moment to thank them all for the 
last term that we could grow together as an executive. 
Our time comes to an end this year and we await to hear 
the members mandate via the election process. 

As this was quite an unusual year, we will not be adding 
feedback from the portfolio holders as they were stopped 
from executing their mandates by the pandemic. 

The executive wishes to express our heartfelt appreciation 
and gratitude to Ben Theron. Ben, affectionately known 
as Oom Ben, Uncle Ben, Benji, has been the referees’ 
manager of the Society since unity. He was there when 

Newlands had its first Rugby World Cup match, He shared 
the officiating of a game with Andre Watson on the 
“Grand Old Lady”. He has seen many referees grow and 
become successful panel referees. He has experienced 
the tragedy and sad passing of Carl Spannenberg, the 
appointment of the first coloured and black test referees 
who hails right here from our Society. He was there on 
the day the first non-white chairperson of the Society was 
elected, Ben has been the brainchild of many initiatives 
in the WP Union and Society but one of his biggest 
successes is the WP junior referees which we launched 
in 2010. Ben has always been a hard worker and a person 
who doesn’t allow opportunities to slip by. Where he 
sees a gap for referee development, he will take it. His 
children grew up in the world of refereeing. His wife at one 
stage worked at Newlands and she continues to support 
him in his endeavours. A true rugby man with a rugby 
support behind him. This will be his last year with us as 
referees’ manager. We look forward to seeing what he will 
contribute as an honorary member in future but for now it 
is time for us to salute the man, the legend, the leader, Ben 
Theron. We wish you well as you retire (from the Union) 
and look forward to many more years of engagements 
and making memories. Go well!

As the executive, we thank all members and support 
staff for all your support and trust in us and assisting us 
in reshaping the look and feel of our organisation. We 
have been privileged to lead you and wish the incoming 
executive all the best. 

A personal note of thanks to JC Fortuin, vice-chairman, a 
humbler person, and deep thinker we won’t find. JC has 
contributed at all levels of refereeing and has decided to 
step away from the administration part of refereeing. We 
look forward to seeing him show his talent again on the 
field. Thank you, JC, for your support in some very tough 
times. I look forward to still being able to pick up the 
phone and ask for advice. Go well. 

In closing I would like to wish all our members strength 
and good health as we negotiate our way out of this 
most tragic pandemic. Surely the worst is behind us. Stay 
safe and healthy.

Joey Klaaste-Salmans 
Chairman 
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Aimee setting the 
reffing world alight
Aimee Barrett-Theron is emerging as one of World 
Rugby’s top referees, breaking ground and officiating 
in her first United Rugby Championship fixture in 2021. 
Here’s a short report on her experiences…

2021 proved to be a challenging but exciting season and 
it was incredible to be able to travel internationally again. 
The endless Covid testing was well worth being able to 
run out of the tunnel and I felt very fortunate to be able 
to ref while most of the local rugby was cancelled. Currie 
Cup was certainly a bit strange without the crowd but 
it was great to be able to begin establish myself as the 
referee on the field. 

One of the highlights of the year was being appointed 
to my first URC match - Ospreys vs Bennetton in Treviso. 
Italy is a beautiful country and I felt very privileged to 
be able to travel and ref in front of a crowd again. The 
intensity of the match was incredible and it was great to 
hear other South African accents on the field. It was a 29-
26 finish which was quite tight for my debut but it was a 
great welcome into the competition. 

In November I was fortunate enough to travel again and 
officiate the women’s internationals - NZ vs England and 
NZ vs France. Being able to ref the top 3 nations after 
nearly two years of Covid was a humbling experience and 
made me realize how lucky I am to do what I do. NZ were 
in a building phase so England and France ran rampant 
for the most part and there were some amazing tries 
scored. I was blown away by the tactical and technical 
ability of the players and it makes me very excited going 
into a World Cup year. 
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 14 MONTHS ENDED 28 FEBRUARY 2021

Statement Of Financial Position As At 28 February 2021
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Statement Of Financial Performance



LIVING EXCEPTIONALLY STARTS TODAY!
‘True freedom is only possible when people have control of their financial lives.’

John Fairbairn – founder, Old Mutual, 1845

OUR CUSTOMERS ARE AT THE HEART OF EVERYTHING WE DO
Although South Africa has undergone significant change, our quest to help our customers achieve true 
financial freedom always stayed the same for over 175 years.

WHAT WE DO:
• We spend time with our customers
• We treat people with the respect and dignity they deserve. 
• We remain committed to help our consumers escape debt often made up of multiple or payday loans with 
 unaffordable repayments and high-interest rates. 

OUR SOLUTION

BANK WITH US

Old Mutual Money Account, a 
transactional bank account that 
helps you save EVERY TIME YOU 
SWIPE.

A set percentage you choose is 
automatically invested in an Old 
Mutual Money Market Unit Trust 
Fund.

FINANCIAL EDUCATION AND DEBT 
SOLUTIONS

We demonstrate the importance 
of understanding your financial 
situation and we give you tools to 
build your financial independence.

We spend time with you to ensure 
that you understand our process, 
and to create a plan with you so you 
can take control of your finances 
and face the future with confidence.

GREAT REWARDS 

Sign up for Old Mutual Rewards. 
Engage, learn, empower yourself 
financially and earn points. 
You can invest your Old Mutual 
Rewards points into the Savings 
Account of your Money Account!

JOIN NOW
for free

EARN
By being 

money smart

SPEND
At any of our 

partners

0% 5% 10% 15%

CORPORATE
DO GREAT THINGS EVERY DAY
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